
 
   N’Living Color - Continued 

In some instances, they are probably on 
occasion asking themselves, “is anyone 
ever too much?”  They continue to 
practice in the face of all odds, the 
“getups”.  You know, when we fall 
down, we must get back up. They are 
constantly reminded that 
“complaining” is a distraction and how 
important it is for our spiritual well 
being to keep our eye on the prize; our 
children. They are challenged with 
learning how to set limits and balancing 
this task with extending boundaries.  
Brutality and jealousy under no 
circumstances is not welcomed or 
acceptable here, therefore respite or “a 
day away”, is required for both foster 
parents and foster children giving us 
time to rejuvenate, self‐evaluate, set 
our differences aside and stay focused 
on what our divine mission really is, to 
love and to serve. I’m thinking that 
most of our foster parents would say, 
“they wouldn’t take nothing for their 
journey now.” 
     I know that some Social Workers and 
perhaps other folks with our 
contracting agencies have disparaging 
thoughts of foster parents, more 
specifically Treatment Foster Parents, 
but the reality is that no one is perfect, 
every foster parent is not equal; nor are 
the agencies that serve children and 
families; and it does takes a village to 
raise a child.  We need Treatment 
Foster Parents to serve our foster 
children with special needs and they 
need them. 
     The following are excerpts from 
Dorothy Hutchinson’s unpublished 
writings, “What It Means To Be A 
Foster Parent.” Foster parents and 
social workers are two groups of 
earnest people who are engaged in the 
supreme task of bringing up other 
people’s children.  To bring up 
someone else’s child is a great deal 
harder than to bring up your own.  Your 
own child is your own.  You take him 
for better or worse.  You have years of 
familiarity together……But bringing up 
someone else’s child is different and 
more difficult. Here you do not even 
begin with those basic assurances that 
you have with your own child.  You take 
him, the foster child, already made, the 
way he is. 
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Sun, food and Super 
Soakers...It’s all part of 
Family Fun Day. 

The Sheridan Patterson  
Center held it’s annual Family 
Fun Day on May 30, 2009.  
This event is held to honor our 
foster parents during National  
Foster Care Month. Each May, we  
salute the compassionate people who 
make a difference by serving as Treatment Foster Parents. 
Ad as every year, Treatment Foster Parents received gifts acknowledging their 
determination, diligence, dedication and for being the good servants they are. 
The Sheridan Patterson Center would like to say Thank You to all of our foster 
parents. Family Fun Day festivities started at noon. Burgers and hotdogs were 
soon on the grill, as well as a few veggie burgers. Laser-Tag Party was hired to 
entertain our kids, so that our parents could relax a bit. The kids also had a 
chance to play water tag, which was a huge success; there was not a dry kid in 
sight! A special Thank You to Eudene for providing hours of excitement for the 
kids.  Food was of the plenty, beans with rice, curry and b-b-q chicken as well as 
an array of salad. Our annual egg-walk  took place and the Sheridan Patterson 
Center’s rein as champions is over. Kudos  to our winning Foster Parents.  We 
will be ready for next year!! 

Fun D  2009 ayFamily 
By: Jennifer Burkhart, Administrative Assistant 

Bridging a Family – Continued from page 1 

  For the Weedon family this court date was June 17th.  On this special day, Ms. 
Weedon and her children went to the court room to sign there finalized paperwork and 
show that Ms. Weedon is the legal guardian of Bobby, age 8, Antonio- 10 and 
Destiny-7.  The greatest thing was to see the smile on the children’s face and the joy 
that Ms. Weedon was feeling.  
     There are many benefits to adopting.  The number one benefit is your child is 
legally yours and you have made a contribution to society and to your adoptive child. 
There are four different types of adoption, kinship adoption, foster care adoption, 
infant/newborn adoption and international adoption.  In the state of Maryland, there 
are many children that are in the foster care system, waiting to get adopted by 
wonderful  families like you.   
     The second benefit is the provision of an adoption stipend and tax credits through 
the government. Thirdly, some employers offer special incentives to employees who 
adopt, these benefits vary depending on your employer. Last, you could receive after 
care benefits, which could include counseling and support for you and your child. If 
you would like more information about the adoption process please visit 
www.adoption.com or ask your local Department of Social Service agency. 
We at the Sheridan Patterson Center would like to congratulate Ms. Weedon and the 
Weedon children on their big accomplishment and a new beginning.. We wish them 
the best for their journey ahead.  
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Sheridan Patterson Center Foster Parent Fall Training Schedule 
 
 Thursday, 

September 17, 2009  
Loss and Grief Training
6:00 to 8:00PM  

2 Hours  

Thursday,  
October 1, 2009  

Support Group Meeting 
6:00 to 8:00PM  
 

2 Hours  

Thursday, 
October 15, 2009  

Multifamily Movement Group‐
Victoria Eisner  
6:00 to 8:00 PM  
 

 2 Hours  

Sat. and Sun., 
November 7‐8, 2009  

Men’s Retreat  TBD – 14 Hours 
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